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"wliat they, following the law of conscience, would say to the liar, the perjurer, the drunkard, the adulterer, the murderer. This is a question which the Ethical philosopher is bound to attempt to answer. As he does so, he may find and be obliged to acknowledge that he cannot give a reply satisfactory to reason, satisfactory to himself, and he may gather valuable lessons from his felt inability. The law requires love and obedience; the conscience, when the act is fairly presented to it, will condemn all selfish and malignant feeling, and all disobedience. But that law is evidently broken! what is to be done now? To repent, may be the reply. That repentance is the present duty, and that the conscience demands it, is admitted by all. But that past sin: is there any provision in that law which requires it to admit present repentance, even when genuine, as an atonement for past transgression ? The sin as a violation of God's law remains; and the conscience seems to be clamoring for some expiation, and yet cannot, or at least does not, say what it would accept. In this state of uncertainty and fear all manner of expedients are resorted to, if possible, to allay the eludings of the accuser. First, gifts may be offered as a bribe to the God whose law has been broken. But these being of doubtful efficacy, privations and pains are resorted to, to appease offended powers and turn away wrath. Pilgrimages are undertaken; enjoyments in meats and drinks and meetings for mirth are denied. Stripes and other lacerations are inflicted, and fathers and mothers give the fruit of the body for the sin of the soul. Then whole holocausts of men, women, and children have been offered to enraged demons when nations are afraid of impending judgments.
To this point conscience, and natural ethics founded on it, carry us, and here they leave us in a land of shadows, doubts, and difficulties. It is when we are thus wander-